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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-25 are presented for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/3 1/2007 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement filed 1 1/6/2007 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently 
understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the 
content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in the English language. It has been 
placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 
There provide no translation to the foreign patent documents. 

4. The information disclosure statement filed 1 1/6/2007 fails to comply with 37 CFR 

1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each non-patent 
literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that 
portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
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referred to therein has not been considered. No copy of the foreign patent document of JP-2000- 
172970 is submitted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 13, 15 and 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by O'Neal, US 6,71 1,154. 

7. As per claim 1, O'Neal teaches an informing system for providing different types of 
information to a user through a local area network having a plurality of various types of devices 
(col.4, lines 1-14, col.5, lines 46-51), the informing system comprising: 

a. A communication device that receives the different types of information and 
communicates at least with the plurality of various types of devices within the 
local are network (col.4, lines 1-14, col.6, lines 35-59); 

b. A properties file producing device that produces a properties file storing 
preferences for performing a plurality of informing jobs corresponding 
respectively to the different types of received information (col. 8, lines 44-67, 
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col.9, lines 1-32, col. 10, lines 50-67, col.l 1, lines 1-12), wherein the properties 
file stores, for each of the plurality of informing jobs, at least one address of at 
least one of the plurality of devices within the local area network which will 
potentially provide the information of a particular informing job to the user (e.g. 
forward call to new destination, col.l 1, lines 18-22), and settings related to at 
least one of the following: 

c. Whether or not an informing job has priority over other informing jobs, whether 
the informing job will be performed automatically or manually (col.l 1, lines 9-12, 
24-33), a range of the informing job (col.l 1, lines 9-12, 24-52, 62-67, col. 12, lines 
1-10), and which of the plurality of devices on the local area network will perform 
the informing job (col.l 1, lines 9-12, 24-46); 

d. Wherein when information is subsequently received at the communication device, 
a determination is made on how to provide the type of received information to the 
user based on the at least one address and the setting include in the properties files 
(col. 1 1 , lines 9-46); and 

e. An informing device that provides the received information to at least one of the 
plurality of devices within the local area network to perform the informing j ob 
according to the determination made based on the at least one address and the 
settings in the properties file produced by the properties file producing device 
(col.9, lines 1 1-32, col.l 1, lines 9-46). 
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8. As per claim 3, O'Neal teaches the informing system as defined in claim 1. O'Neal 
further teaches that the local area network is a home network in a home (col.5, lines 46-51). 

9. As per claim 5, O'Neal teaches a server that stores the properties file produced by the 
properties file producing device (col.9, lines 11-14, 47-48), the remainder of claim 5 is rejected 
for the same reasons as rejected to claim 1 above. 

10. As per claim 7, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 3 above. 

11. As per claim 13, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 1 above. 

12. As per claim 15, O'Neal teaches the informing system as defined in claim 13. O'Neal 
further teaches that providing information according to the determination made based on the 
settings in the properties file further includes transferring the received information to one of the 
plurality of devices on the network based on the setting, relating to which of the plurality of 
devices on the local area network will perform the informing job, in the properties file (col.l 1, 
lines 9-52, 62-67, col. 12, lines 1-10). 

13. As per claim 17, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as described in 
claim 1 above. O'Neal further teaches that the system produces the property file according to a 
user's input operation (col.9, lines 1 1-32, col.l 1, lines 9-46). 
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14. As per claim 18, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as described in 
claim 1 above. O'Neal further teaches that the system produces the property file according a 
user's input operation in a properties screen (col.9, lines 1 1-32, col.l 1, lines 9-46; figs. 6-10). 

15. As per claim 19, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as described in 
claim 1 above. O'Neal further teaches that the system produces the properties file of one of the 
plurality of devices within the local area network (col.9, lines 1 1-32, col.l 1, lines 9-46), wherein 
a local area network is a home network (col.5, lines 46-51), wherein the one of the plurality of 
devices is selected on a selection screen (figs. 6-10). 

16. As per claim 20, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as described in 
claim 1 above. O'Neal further teaches that the system sends the produced properties file to the 
selected one of the plurality of devices (col.9, lines 1 1-32, col.l 1, lines 9-46; figs. 6-10). 

17. As per claim 21, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as described in 
claim 1 above. O'Neal further teaches that the system sends the produced properties file to the 
selected one of the plurality of devices together with information (col.9, lines 25-31, col.l 1, lines 
2-8, 53-60). 

1 8. Claims 2, 4, 6, and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal 
as applied to claims 1,3,5 and 7 above, and further in view of Stumer, US 2002/0064271 . 
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19. Stumer was cited in the previous office action. 

20. As per claims 2, 4, 6 and 8, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as 
described in claims 1, 3, 5 and 7 above. O'Neal does not explicitly teach informing device for 
turning on a device if the device property file shows that the job from the informing device has 
higher property. However, in the same field of endeavor, Stumer teaches an embodiment of 
NRCR system for optimization ([0027]), which is capable of turning on i.e. wake up, a device in 
a network; based on priority ([0049]). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate such capability as taught in Stumer 
with O'Neal in order to optimize efficiency of O'Neal's system as suggested (Stumer, [0002]). 

21 . Claims 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal 
as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Kang, US 2003/0074450. 

22. Kang was cited in the previous office action. 

23. As per claim 9, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed as described in 
claim 5 above. O'Neal does not explicitly teach server is one of a refrigerator and a telephone 
that can transmit and receive information through the local are network. However, in the same 
field of endeavor, Kang teaches a home network system comprising a plurality of home 
appliances ([0024]), which are capable of transmitting signals with each other so that one or 
more of the devices can control the other devices ([0024]). It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate Kang with O'Neal 
because combination would improve the functionality for O'Neal's system by monitoring and 
control status of devices within a home network comprising various appliances (Kang, [0024], 
[0010-0012]). 

24. As per claim 11, O'Neal and Kang disclose the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 9. O'Neal further taught that the local area network is a home network in a home (col. 5, 
lines 46-51). 

25. Claims 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal 
and Kang as applied to claims 9 and 1 1 above, and further in view of. Stumer, US 2002/0064271. 

26. As per claims 10 and 12, O'Neal and Kang disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed as described in claims 9 and 1 1 above. O'Neal and Kang do not explicitly teach 
informing device for turning on a device if the device property file shows that the job from the 
informing device has higher property. However, in the same field of endeavor, Stumer teaches 
an embodiment of NRCR system for optimization ([0027]), which is capable of turning on i.e. 
wake up, a device in a network; based on priority ([0049]). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate such capability 
as taught in Stumer with O'Neal in order to optimize efficiency of O'Neal's system as suggested 
(Stumer, [0002]). 
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27. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal as 
applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of applicant admitted prior art (AAPA). 

28. As per claim 14, O'Neal teaches the informing system as defined in claim 13. O'Neal 
further taught that the informing job will be performed automatically or manually (col.l 1, lines 
9-12, 24-33). O'Neal did not specifically teach to transferring the information to a printing 
device for printing. AAPA taught to send request regarding print jobs for printing at a printer 
(page 1 , lines 8-1 1 of the specification). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of O'Neal and AAPA to 
enable information such as a print job request to be transmitted to a printer to perform printings. 

29. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal as 
applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Barber et al (Barber), US 6,658,485. 

30. As per claim 16, O'Neal teaches the informing system as defined in claim 13. O'Neal 
further taught to establish communication channel between devices on the local area network 
based on the settings in the properties files (col.l 1, lines 9-12, 18-22). O'Neal did not 
specifically teach that whether or not an informing job has priority over other informing jobs. 
Baber taught to determine informing job priority (abstract, col.4, lines 24-28) and establishing 
communication channel between a device storing the properties file and another of the plurality 
of devices on the local area network based on the settings in the properties files (col.l, lines 48- 
57). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to combine the teachings of O'Neal and Barber because Barber's teaching of changing 
priorities of queued message enables O^Neal's method to prioritize messages and also change the 
priorities of the messages for transmission (Barber, abstract). 

3 1 . Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Moore, US 5,398,021 . 

32. As per claims 22-23, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed in claim 1. 
O'Neal did not specifically teach that the different types of received information includes at least 
one of the group consisting of: information regarding a particular subscription item and 
information regarding a home security system. Moore taught to receive information of particular 
subscription items such as sports data, stock data and weather data.. .etc (abstract, col. 3, lines 46- 
51). Moore further disclosed that the subscription item is an e-magazine or an e-newspaper, and 
wherein the information device provides at least a notification to the user that the subscription 
item has been received (abstract, col.3, lines 46-51). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of O'Neal 
and Moore because Moore's teaching of delivering information update message enables 
O'Neal's method to receive notification about new subscribed contents. 

33. Claims 22 and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Neal as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Yukie et al (Yukie), US 6,956,833. 
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34. As per claim 22 and 24, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed in claim 
1 . O'Neal did not specifically teach that the different types of received information includes at 
least one of the group consisting of: information regarding a particular subscription item and 
information regarding a home security system. Yukie taught to receive information regarding a 
home security system and to provide at least one of voice and image received by the 
communication device from the home security system to the user based on the determination 
made based on the properties file regarding a detected abnormality in the security system (col. 17, 
lines 65-66, col. 19, lines 7-18, 27-40). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of O'Neal and Yukie because 
Yukie's teaching of setting condition parameter enables O'Neal's method to notify the user 
according to the occurrence of certain preset condition. 

35. As per claim 25, O'Neal discloses the invention substantially as claimed in claim 1. 
O'Neal did not specifically teach in detail that the informing job is performed by one of: blinking 
an indicator, displaying the received information, printing the received information and playing 
an audible indicator. Yukie taught to perform the informing job by audio, flashing icon, text or 
video (coll 9, lines 12-15). It would have been obvious- to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teaching of O'Neal and Yukie because Yukie's 
teaching of setting what alerting method enable O'Neal's system to provide the alert in various 
ways including text, audio, video message. 



Response to Arguments 
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36. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-25 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

37. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksl 

February 5, 2008 




